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apparentx who became Edward VIII. On the abdication of Edward
VIII* it was provided by His Majesty's Declaration of Abdication
Act, 1936, that the member of the Royal Family then next in succes-
sion to the Throne (King George VI), then Duke of York and heir
presumptive 2 should succeed and that Edward VIIL, his issue, if
any, and the descendants of that issue should not thereafter have any
right, title or interest in or to the succession.
The style and titles of the Crown in the reigns of George V. and Style and
VI. were determined by Royal Proclamation under the Great Seal TiUes*
which was issued on the authority of the Royal and Parliamentary
Titles Act, 1927. The Preamble to the Statute of Westminster, 1931,
declared that it would be in accord with the established constitu-
tional position that any alteration in the law touching the succession
to the Throne or the Royal Style and Titles shall also require the
consent of the Parliaments of all the Dominions.3 By Royal Procla-
mation the King in 1948 omitted the title, Emperor of India, the
assent of Parliament of the United Kingdom having been given
thereto by the Indian Independence Act, 1947, s. 7 (2); the Dominions
passed their own enactments. Before Queen Elizabeth II. succeeded
her Father, the form of royal style and titles was "George VI. by
Grace of God of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions
beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the Faith." The Accession
Council (see post) acknowledged Queen Elizabeth "Queen of this
Realm and of all Her other Realms and Territories, Head of ihe
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith." A new Royal Titles Act
was necessary to give legal effect to this change, as the Royal Style
and Titles Act of 1927, which had authorised the changes made by
royal proclamation of that year had expired. Several constitutional
developments had made a change in the legal title desirable; in
particular the royal title had hitherto rested on the doctrine of the
indivisibility of the Crown throughout the Commonwealth. That
indivisibility had by 1952 ceased to be the fact, and in the case
certainly of the Republic of Ireland and the Republic of India the
law. Accordingly the I^val Titles Act, 1953, ^gave the assent of the
Parliament of the Unite^'Kmgddmto ttlTadoption by the Queen by
royal proclamation of her title for use only in relation to the United
Kingdom and all other territories for whose foreign relations the
Government of the United Kingdom is responsible, i.e. Colonies,
1 The eldest son of a reigning monarch, who is Duke of Cornwall by inherit-
ance and is invariably created Prince of Wales. There is no precedent for the
latter title being conferred upon an eldest or only daughter who is the heiress
presumptive.
a The person at any time next in succession. E.g. an only daughter is heiress
presumptive, unless and till a son is bom to the Sovereign. So, too, before his
accession the late King was heir presumptive to his brother, Edward VHL, but
would have ceased to be so on the birth of a child (male or female) to his brother.
3 P. 465, post.